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Keeping our neighbours informed 

Before the ground floor slab was poured for the new wing at Toronto Rehab’s Uni-
versity Centre, Mark Rochon, President and CEO and Geoff Fernie, VP, Research 
peered into the 60-foot-deep pit that will be the future home of the Challenging 
Environment Assessment Laboratory (CEAL) – the centerpiece of what is destined 
to be one of the world’s most advanced rehabilitation research facilities.  See reverse 
for a preview of the completed space.)
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After months of excavation work the 
new University Centre 13-storey patient 
care and research wing is quickly moving 
upwards. Massive columns and trusses have 
been installed to carry and distribute the 
weight of the new wing and a 10-inch-thick 
ground level floor slab was poured during 
August and early September.

Over the coming months, you will see 
the new wing gradually take shape. It will 
take 2-3 weeks to complete the concrete 
structure of each floor.

For a “bird’s-eye” webcam view, go to: 
http://www.ucitonline.com/torontorehab

 New wing begins to take shape

Malcolm recently assumed the role of 
Senior Project Manager for Toronto  
Rehab’s University Centre redevelopment 
project which includes construction of a new  
13-storey patient care and research wing as well 
as significant renovations to the existing north 
and east wings. 

With more than three decades in the construction 
industry, Malcolm brings a wealth of knowledge 
and expertise to the project. His career has spanned 

the globe with projects ranging from major civil engineering ventures to institu-
tional and commercial developments. Over the past few years he has managed 
construction, redevelopment and expansion projects that include 550 Wellington 
Thompson Hotel and Condominiums, the MaRS Centre, the Leslie TTC Station 
and East Don River Bridge, and the Toyota Manufacturing plant in Cambridge. 

 Meet Malcolm Gray, New Project Manager, Aecon Buildings

A Preview of What's to Come

Schedule Change: Due to delays during 
site excavation and foundation work, the 
new wing completion is now scheduled for 
December 2010. Toronto Rehab is working 
with Aecon to minimize the impact of 
this delay on internal renovations to 
the east and north wings of University 
Centre, planned to follow completion of 
the new wing.

Questions or concerns? Please call our redevelopment hotline at 416-597-3422 ext. 3343.



Thank you. Over the summer months Toronto Rehab and Aecon worked hard to resolve some neighbourhood concerns about the 
construction project and to put strategies in place to avoid future problems. We are now in regular contact with local building 
managers and we continue to provide regular redevelopment updates to our neighbours. We value your feedback and encourage 
you to contact us if you have any questions or concerns in the future. Our redevelopment hotline is 416-597-3422, ext. 3343.

A preview of the Challenging Environment Assessment Laboratory (CEAL), that will be located in the new wing at University Centre. 
CEAL will feature the world’s first motion simulator that can mimic everyday environmental conditions, such as snow and ice, which 
challenge older people and those with disabling injury or illness.  For more information on rehabilitation research at Toronto Rehab go to:  
www.torontorehab.on.ca/research. 

 Manuel’s “View from the Top” 

A new driveway and covered drop-off 
point at the front of the new wing on 
Elm Street will ease traffic flow and make 
access easier for patients and visitors.

 New Driveway		

It’s 6:30 a.m. and Manuel Fernandez* is 
setting out on the final, 30-minute leg of 
his daily commute – a 212-foot vertical 
climb to a tower crane cab overlooking 
Toronto Rehab’s new wing construction 
site at University Centre. 

Manuel was 15 years old when he got 
his first job erecting and later operating 
cranes on a building site in northwest 
Spain. Since then his work has taken him 
to Germany, France, Switzerland and, in 
the past three decades, to Canada. 

From his perch, the equivalent of 15 
storeys above the ground, Manuel skill-
fully extends and retracts a horizontally 

mounted boom to lower or raise a hook 
attached to a ‘load line’. The crane can turn 
360 degrees and lift and move almost any 
construction material or piece of equip-
ment on site. A designated “swamper”, 
stationed on the ground, directs Manuel 
with hand or radio signals, depending on 
weather conditions and visibility.

With loads that can weigh as much as 
15,000 pounds, Manuel must make each 
move with the utmost precision. “There’s 
no room for mistakes,” he says. “You have 
to concentrate every moment and have 
excellent eye/hand coordination.” Weather 
conditions are another factor. You have 
to learn how to “play the wind”, Manuel 

explains, adjusting the movement of the 
boom and load line to keep loads on target.  

Every job has its challenges, and Manuel’s 
is no exception. The lengthy return trip 
means that he usually stays in his crane 
cab all day. If he forgets something, a 
piece of rope, a bucket and a ground-level 
helper can usually help him out. “This 
is a challenging site,” he says, “There’s 
very little room to move and there are 
occupied parts of the hospital building 
very close by.” Then he grins, “I love 
my job!”

*Manuel worked on the Toronto Rehab project 
until September of this year.
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